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Head Clerk in the War-office,   came to  see  me.
" I   feel,"   said   she,    " greatly   embarrassed,    in
speaking to you  about  an affair, which will, per-
haps, embarrass you also.     This is  the  state  of
the case.   A very poor woman,  to whom  I have
sometimes given a  little  assistance,   pretends   to
be a relation of the Marchioness de Pompadour.
Here is her petition/*   I read it, and said that the
woman had better write directly to Madame, and
that I was sure, if what she  asserted  was  true,
her   appKcation   would   be   successful.      Madame
du   Chiron   followed   my . advice.      The    woman
wrote she   was in the  lowest   depth of  poverty,
and I learnt that   Madame   sent her six pounds
until she  could   gain   more   accurate   information
as to  the  truth   of her   story.     Colin, who was
commissioned to take the  money,  made  inquiries
of M. de  MaJvoisin, a relation of  Madame,  andt elixir is compounded;               I
